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The World Wars: A Rising Threat
Study Guide (Start Movie at 3 min 40 sec)
1. Who were the Axis and Allied powers during World War II?

Create a chart of these alliances.
2. How did World War I shape Hitler?

3. Why do you think Adolf Hitler was so successful in mobilizing others to follow him?
4. What were his main goals and how did he plan to achieve them?
5. How did World War I shape Winston Churchill?

6. How did World War I shape Douglas MacArthur?
7. Why did FDR choose to curb military funding during the New Deal?
8. How was Hitler’s economic program to confront the Great Depression different than England’s and US’?
9. What was the greatest fear of Douglas MacArthur and Winston Churchill regarding their nation’s response to cutting military funding?
[Break in movie #1]
10. Why did Benito Mussolini decide to invade Ethiopia? (Remember that Italy faced defeat against Menelik II’s forces at the Battle of Adowa in 1896!)

11. How did this decision tie in with Mussolini’s larger plans for Italy?
12. Why was there a mutual understanding between Mussolini and Hitler? Why did they create the Axis Powers (an alliance between Fascist Italy and Fascist [Nazi] Germany)?

13. Why did Hitler want the Rhineland situated between Germany and France? [think of Hitler’s goal of undoing the Versailles Treaty]

14. Why was it risky business for Hitler to take over the Rhineland?

15. Why did the Japanese government resent the Paris Peace Conferences/Versailles Treaty?

16. Why did Emperor Hirohito appoint Tojo Hideki to the position of War Minister?

17. Why did Tojo Hideki join the Axis Powers (Germany under Hitler and Italy under Mussolini)?

18.  What was the political strategy known as “appeasement”?

19. Why did Hitler want the Sudetenland?

20. Why did Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain want to broker peace with Germany (Hitler)?

21. Why did Hitler say “…of the many wrongs of that War, this one we can right.”?

22. Why did Churchill have a different point of view than Chamberlain?

23. Why did Hitler march into Czechoslovakia?

24. Why do you think the radio was an effective form of social media to promote agendas? (started using the radio in the 1920s)

25. Why do you think Roosevelt did not push to involve the US in World War II right away?

26. How was Josef Stalin’s totalitarian leadership similar to Adolf Hitler’s?

27. What were the pograms in the Soviet Union and why did Stalin use pograms?
28. Why did Hitler want to create a pact/deal with Stalin?

29. Why do you think Stalin decided to form a pact with Hitler in August 1939?
30. What was the purpose of a “blitzkrieg”?

31. How did Poland fall to the Soviets and Germans?

32. Why did Britain finally sign a declaration of war against Nazi Germany after the fall of Poland?

[Break in Movie #2]
33. Why didn’t Prime Minister Chamberlain attack Hitler right away? [It is known as a “sitzkrieg” or a sitting war; meanwhile Hitler grabbed Denmark and Norway!]

34. Why did Neville Chamberlain resign from his position as Prime Minister?

35. Why did Prime Minister Churchill use the radio to talk to the nation of Britain? [Think of Nationalism & Romanticism]

36. Why did Hitler use the Luftwaffe instead of the German Navy to attack England?

37. Why do historians call Hitler’s blitz against London “terror” bombing?

38. Why would Churchill walk the streets of London every night of the German blitz?

39. What happened when the RAF (Royal AirForce) fought against the Luftwaffe?
40. Why do you think Churchill would say: “Never was so much owed by so many to so few”? [Hint: “so few” refers to the RAF and “so many” refers to the British citizens]
41. What were some of the main goals of Japan in the years before and during World War II?
42. Why did Emperor Hirohito and his War Minister Tojo Hideki attack China?

43. Why did Prime Minister Tojo Hideki want the Philippines? (yes… he was promoted to PM)

44. Why did Douglas MacArthur’s troops have little hope to stop a Japanese invasion?

45. Meanwhile… why did Hitler decide to attack his “supposed” ally, Stalin & the Soviet Union?

46. Why did FDR sign a trade embargo (form of economic warfare) against Japan?

47. Ironically, where did Japan import most of its oil from?

48. Why did Japan send diplomats to the US?

49. Where was another source of oil for Japan? What was the obstacle for obtaining the new source of oil?

50. What is Japan’s daring plan? [In our history textbooks, we refer to Japan’s plan as the Day of Infamy!]
